Why George Musick, 5r, “The Pioncer™?

e descendant u«r_finlzw Musick, S, are now believed to number in the hundreds of
" qusands and arc lierally spread across Ametica and ino other continents. But, what is known
; s mae we call our ancestor and why do we stant with him rather than another Musick bom
refoce ot after? The Sasy ANSWETS 10 the “why him" question is that be is among the earliest
i sfusick m_,im'l.q:ma arld.l mare imporantly, we have his Last Will and Testament. His will
oy caly names Ris wife ::n-l c11|I-..1rm but also gives other clues allowing us 1o place him and
o o his activities. With that information, we can leam more of his life and family, and begin
o descendants forward to present time. It is impossible 1o know the current number of
of our George Musick, Sr., but this compilation contains representatives from twelve

iz of his descendanis.

Birthdate for George Musick, Sr., “the Pioneer™

e first recorded notice of the man likely to be “our™ Gieonge Musick, Sr., is from 1704, Itisa
(it Rent Pavent. I order to hold land in Virginia, a male had to be “of™ 21 years of age. The
1704 date would indicate that George Musick, Sr, was bom at least before 1683, I-ium‘rq;ﬂgg.
date scems too latc for the sume George Musick 10 be identical to the one mentioned in i -
= Richmond, Vinginia. That record states: “Lawrence Smith, was granted a tract o '153:
lasd for tramsportation of three persons, George Musick, Robert Cooper and Roger Green.
land grast was eraade to Lawrence Smith on 11 February 1657, This see '
birkdate of 1683 and predates it by 26 years, Presuming that
ﬁuﬂnﬂ-ﬂlmﬂi years, or al least older than
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Spotsy hvasia County. Virginia . and its tribuiarey
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fn 1608, Captain Joha Smith led an expeliien I s blocked

; the Rappahanpock River umnkl Led by @ flerce h. : .
Mﬂﬁm erew explored the anea. : m:fij:::dm{k wo the ship m;ﬁ:ﬁ:“m
utknown 1o them. the hmﬂmn:hlrﬁ;  brother to one of the s s Crcok area
rmmmﬁwﬁzlrﬂm continucd to pursue it untl Mrfpﬂm'!d:rfu large conficderacy of
(Carolina County lne), Th:1.'-1:rmmm: uni:m "4 the region from North Anna £ :::ml}::mu.:
:Iivﬂ' mﬁmﬁwﬁmmhﬂm'“ﬂmﬂmm '

i ites. Forty-three
i rowermor ke most poveTmors, Jusd hiiis favori

mﬂr NHMT;::; dogen land grants, most of it along the Eﬂﬂl?"jm;*—l‘;kr

| hmmmmmmmmtﬁmuwm.hIETE.mnﬁ:ns“ﬁ:: A
protection against the Indians. One was on the Mattaponi River in present day Caroline Cousty,
and the other was on Lawrence Smith's patent just below the falls on the Rappahannock River.
This fot was garrisased by 111 men from Gloucester County. The furts furnished protection for
thei respective arcas. but did lifle to advance westward settlement.

3 the influx of white setilcrs, the Siouans were under pressuse from migratory bands of

1 turm, pressed the Algonquins. The Pamunkey Indians were monal enemies of
i 1684, the English and the Pamunkey formed an alliance and attacked their

nicans.  Mary on bath sides of the battle were killed.

d ceased to be & harricr 1o white seitlers. With the
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The £ © N indication of “The Faoncoer™ Cheorge Musick, Sr's

[|u|'\-u:.'|: lard and other coun reconds
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% 1y be approximated. The following ¥ Specific conditions and experiences of his life
=t CEd) I ded | B S an elTom 1o wenwe accepted historical customs annd

45 wilh MeOOTie acl OO 10 e fa ety i
comilitions - i order 1o better umderstand what George's life might have been

Jike

When CeoPEe received his first patent in what would become Spotaylvania Counly, the ans
woald bave beea @ '.uhl-.-n:..--- of forest and waterways barely touched by -1t'|:|l'|. !ﬂl..ll.“|l.|l.ln.|'|
ghundance o RAME well i dangers from bear and wall i]n. chosest neighbors could have
boen miles awny. LICOTES, like every other land owner, would have been listed as a planter. 1
(jeodge h.lprltﬂl._'ﬂ b0 b & descencant of one of the Musicks wh b e o
America carlier, he have had oxen or other livessock 1o help him get established. Just as
ek, Creomge T have arrived at his land on foot, as relatively few of that time could afford
boecs, musles, OF DOUET. However, Iie surely would have tken possession of his land with his
personal possessions, such as gun, ax, clothing, and any tools he may have had.

Witk shelter a high priodty, George most likely would have bailt a crude cabin sirnilar 1o what
lmer became known a5 e Virginia house. A Virginia house was quickly buil of logs with the
mark still on, abowt 12 feet by 12 fect in size. 1t would have had a dirt floor and a chimney on
one end made of stone on the bottom and sticks covered in mug on the wp.

——

I-“IﬂHI-H similar to the one George Musick, Sr., is thought to have built,

Depending upon the distance Geo had o travel o get o his hand. it s possible that he was
H‘“mﬂm@:hﬂcmb;gu clearing the and before building his cabin, Clearing the
o o crops st frst priority. The easlest way was o “rig” thetrees. This et
ivlved killng the tee by chopping & rng around its buse. The tree still stoad, but in the sp
*ﬂmlurmmuufmmmmummmwdﬂnnpmnmﬂ;yMﬂﬁ
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e banger 872 timber woll included all of v
s peoight in & the carcasses were of po
'ﬂﬂ"‘d gn that the head could not be pee

paricutar - Nect the bouay, ooly the wolf head
babried. U 10 the county. The ears were then

Atimeling puilining additional records for Ge el o
qmﬂd- please pole that, when transeribing, I"'““'k' ﬂi;:;::: r:T:;i:mm

indicated by a poiation in brackets, Also, BN attempt was made i by ad

punctisation &s closely as possible to that on the original documents

| i
(orge Musick held a Quit Rent Patent in 1704, This patent was for 100 acres issued through

King and Queen County, Virginia. George Musick purchased this land for 10 shillings. The only
cemaining record of this ranssction is the fand gram record book. This book lists date, county,
and amount of land. 1t was the practice ofithe land grant office to annually destroy all other
sccomypany g documents. The entry of 1704 is belicvied to be George Musick’s first patent i
what was to become, in 1721, Spotsylvania County, Vieginia. A map of Virginia countics for
1701-1710 shows that King and Queen County, Virginia, Hﬂmﬂmﬂ-’hﬂhhﬂ




upd
20 MBIy

)




wcalled Germannd, |}‘“"'E;‘:| in present-day Orange County. This group of seniers consisted of
e famnilies :I'|Il|'.|11'f|¢rm.E - PETSONS. An order passed by the Virginia € il, 28 Apeil 1714

ided that a fort be buihi for them, that two cannons and ammurition h:un::ﬁ and that ‘-
Ly he cleared. The group of German immigrants lived and worked this hr: ql'l.'l-mm'lﬂl'l

cootswonds for 2 number of years until the fort was sbandoned and they acquired land of their
oem fioe scttlement.

”mdwsuﬂ; In August 1716,

cavernor Spotswoed led an expedition across the Blue Ridge Mountains to the Shenandoah

giver. A Joha Fontaine kept a diary of this trip. From his sccount, it is evident that just six years
sefore Spotsylvania became a county, her land from the current Fredericksburg to the

shemandoah Valley was almaost completely wilderness. It was also evident that there were no
real obstacles 10 settlement between the Tidewater area and the Shenandoah Valley. Governor
spotswood's expedition did much to publicize the area for settlement, Crver the next few years
ratents were granted 1o small settlers, but the large landowners were in the majority. These large
isndowners held patents of several thousand acres each, which left a lot of land owned but
unoccupied.

718 i

wrath of the Iroquois. In 1718, the Iroquois organized & band of Ao b
sonvicted murderer named Black Tom. This band ¢
bumed, killed, and pillaged all along the Potomas
this band that attacked one of the large landowne
revise its inducement to attract settlers. In she
would be given away (up to 1,000 acres per applican

ms:
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1729 December 3:
eylvaria County Order Book 17241739, Part IV, §
].u,;, =In the action of Trespass upon ye Cage hﬂ“mp;:ﬁ'h“'“ County Cowrt - 3 Decemiber
Defendt. (M Fachary Lewis ve sd Pits mmr i hn Holladay Pi. And George Musick
1, But afterward the Defendt. Put in 5 Plea which in this Coun that ye said Suit was
Cort for tryall.” ¥ Pit. Joned and refermed to the next

| 730 = May 3
:-.a.matwnr:n Order Book 1 724-1730, Pan [y,

1730 - October T

tvania County Order Book 1724-1730, Pan IV, Spotsylvania County Coust = T October
1730: “Then the Court proceeded to Lay the Co Levy Vi Spotsylvania County - Edwn
Hickman Ass. Of Geo, Musick 4 (Wolves Heads 10 whom granted?) 4, {illegible] Thomas Chew
£00 Tobacco.”

1730 = Movember 4:
Spotsylvania County Order Book lﬂﬂ-!ﬂlﬂnﬂrbﬁlmﬂm 4 Mo, 1730: “On
Petition of Andrew Harrison, be is discharged from being Overseer of the Road from the Ridge
hetween Arseforternost and Plentifull to Mattapony. And Thomas Credders is appointed and
ordezed to serve in his room. mmmmmmmm
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1likewise Constitute and Ordain my Dearly beloved wife Ann Musick and Electious [Ebexiaus]
Mussick miy 500 10 be my Executor and Execuirix of this iy st will acd Tostarmient inhe
presence of Henry Chiles, Henry Marsh, Heze, Chiles.

(%) [Hiz mark]

S George MC Musick™

“Ala courd held for Spottsylvania County on Tuesday March we 5th 1734, the last will and
Testament of George Musick. Dec'd. being Exhibited and sworm to in Court by Ann Musick and.
Electious [Elexious] Musick Executors thersin named and was proved by the caths of Henry
Chiles. Henry Marzh and Hezekiah Chiles witnesses thereto and ordered to be recorded.”

“Teste: W. Waller CL. Cr Teste: Margarite M, Cook, Deputy Clerk, a true copy™ 5
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The chilidner nl'.{'-n:rr# Musick w::;::;::::;::d;m J'I.Flrl-!":"’“m'-‘""' birth ;.-':il.rn shown
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Childres of GEORGE MUSICK snd ANN MUSICK are:
2 1 DANIEL: MUSICK, b Abt 1717, in Spotsylvania Co., VA; d. Be 1769 - Feb 1775,

fin MW

| A ik AMBROSE MUSICK, b. Abe. 1715, in St. George's Parish, Spotsylvania Co., VA d
AL 08 Nov 1771, in (possibly) Burke Co., GA_

4 B GEORGE MUSICK, JR. b Bet 1710+ 1726, in ; . vl i
i Spotsylvania Co._, VA d. in

S v ABRAHAM MUSICK, b. Abe 1719, in ; :
i AbL 1800, nesy Florissan h'mﬂ%m%imz“;% Spotsylvanin Co., VA d
(6 ELIZABETHMUSICK, b.Abe. 1723, n St Geors '
B e e R AR Y Par ek, Sty tyan ;

| e ST 4] A by ﬂf:: --MEWE‘-.HJ'“C“_
'ABL 1713, in (probably) VA
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for her. The only mention found for her is in her father's will shawn on the previous

page. |

. EFHRAIM MUSIC
Albemarle Co., VA,

K. b Abt. 1718, in Spotsylvania Co., VA: d. Abt. Feb 1799, in




